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INTRODUCTION

This subject policy is one in a series that makes up the ‘Whole Curriculum’ Statement for the
school. This policy states the school’s philosophy on how OUR Able & Talented provision
will make a contribution towards achieving the five key outcomes of Every Child Matters:

Being healthy

Staying safe

Enjoying and achieving
Making a positive contribution
Economic well-being

Our school curriculum actively contributes to many of the aims specified in the school’s
Mission Statement. O.L.O.L provides a broad and varied curriculum, through a variety of
teaching approaches and learning situations, to meet the needs of all our pupils. We seek to
provide this for all, irrespective of gender, in accordance with our school policies on Equal
Opportunities and Inclusion and in accordance with our statutory responsibilities under the
SEN Disability Act 2001.

Inclusion

At Our Lady of Lourdes we recognise and celebrate the diversity of our children and our
responsibility to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all our pupils, as recognised in
the Inclusion Statement in the National Curriculum. The school curriculum is planned to
encourage the maximum progress for all pupils, including Able and Talented Pupils. Core
curriculum policies refer to the needs of different pupils and abilities.

We are committed to working for equality of opportunity and this policy is an integral part of
the school’s ethos which promotes inclusion and accessibility for all. We believe that all
pupils should have an inclusive experience of the school’s formal curriculum and any other
creative, personal, social and enrichment opportunities.

Definition

There is no universal definition of ‘Able and Talented’, but it is generally accepted as being
children with one or more abilities developed to a level significantly ahead of their year
group or with the potential to develop those abilities.

This means that all schools will have a number of Able and Talented pupils, National
Guidelines suggest 5-10% of children will fall into this category.

We recognize that there is a wide range of different gifts, talents and abilities and this is
reflected in our identification process.

This policy outlines the school’s practice and procedures relating to the support of Able and
talented pupils.

Identification
Our categories for identifying Able and talented pupils are based on the Howard Gardener
Five Intelligences:
e Intellectual(aspects of literacy, numeracy and science)
Artistic and creative art (art and design, music, drama)
Practical (design and technology, mechanical ingenuity)
Physical (PE, sports, dance)
Social (personal and interpersonal, leadership qualities, working with adults)
A pupil who could be recognise as gifted and talented but is currently not reaching his
or her full potential
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