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INTRODUCTION

This subject policy is one in a series that makes up the ‘Whole Curriculum’ statement for the
school. This policy states the school’s philosophy on how dance will make a contribution
towards achieving the five key outcomes of Every Child Matters:

Being healthy

Staying safe

Enjoying and achieving
Making a positive contribution
Economic well being

Our Dance curriculum actively contributes towards many of the aims in the school’s Mission
Statement. O.L.O.L provides a broad and varied P.E. curriculum, through a variety of
teaching approaches and learning situations, to meet the needs of all our pupils. We seek to
provide this for all, irrespective of gender, in accordance with our school policies on Equal
Opportunities and Inclusion and in accordance with our statutory responsibilities under the
SEN Disability Act 2001.

Inclusion

At Our Lady of Lourdes we recognise our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced
curriculum for all our pupils, as recognised in the Inclusion Statement in the National
Curriculum. All aspects of the curriculum reflect the three principles essential to developing a
more inclusive curriculum:

— setting suitable learning challenges

— responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs

— overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups
of pupils

Dance should give every child, whatever their ability, an equal opportunity to develop their
physical competence to enable them to move efficiently, effectively and safely, understand
what they are doing and in particular to enjoy physical activity. It involves thinking, selecting
and applying skills and promotes positive attitudes towards a healthy lifestyle. Thus we
enable our pupils to make informed choices about physical activity throughout their lives. PE
provides the potential for personal development by making particular demands, which are not
easily replicated in other subjects.

Dance

“The arts are an essential part of the curriculum and all children should experience a range
of arts experiences in and beyond the classroom.” (Forward QCA and the Arts Council of
England — Promoting the arts in partnership 2000)

Creative dance provides a unique opportunity for challenging children’s physical and
cognitive powers. Through movement experience the children can get to know themselves,
relate to others and make sense of the world around them.

The importance of dance is awarded full recognition at Our Lady of Lourdes and the policy
endeavours to provide the main principles, which underpin all Dance work taking place
within the school. As an integral part of culture, past and present, we consider that dance
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should be used to enhance learning within the curriculum in addition to its role within the
Physical Education curriculum.

In accordance with the statutory orders for P.E, O.L.O.L is committed to the following aims
in dance.

AIMS
Foundation Stage

In the Foundation Stage, O.L.O.L aims to promote a link to National Curriculum dance
through providing effective learning in the broader area of physical development and the
planning and teaching of cross-curricular links within the other five areas of learning -
personal, social and emotional development, communication, language and literacy, problem
solving, reasoning and numeracy, creative and physical development.

Key Stage 1 & 2

O.L.O.L aims to:

* Implement the related programmes of study for dance in a way which the teaching of
dance meets the aims of physical education:

v" To teach children to be more skilful in the ways they control their movements
and develop co-ordination

v" To develop habits leading to a healthy and active lifestyle and promote

physical fitness

To help children understand how the body responds to activity

To develop children’s confidence in applying and adapting a range of skills in

a variety of settings

To develop an understanding of how to evaluate their own success

To foster an appreciation of the artistic and aesthetic aspects of physical

activity

To contribute to children’s social and emotional development

To promote their self-confidence and self-esteem

To develop qualities such as commitment, fairness, tolerance and a concern

for others, as well as individual success

To develop personal and social competence and the necessary skills to manage

success in competitive and co-operative situations

v" To cope with losing, and to retain a proper sense of perspective in
competition.
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* To support pupils’ personal skills by offering opportunities which encourage social,
spiritual, moral and cultural development.

To enable every child:

* To gain enjoyment and satisfaction through a wide variety of dance activities and
resources.

* To communicate ideas and feeling through movement.

* To respond rhythmically through movement and show sensitivity towards music.

* To phrase, punctuate and pattern their movement.
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