Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
Nursery & Primary
School

Design and Technology Policy

INTRODUCTION



This subject policy is one in a series that makes up the “Whole Curriculum’ Statement for the
school. This policy states the school’s philosophy on how design and technology will make a
contribution towards achieving the five key outcomes of Every Child Matters:

Being healthy

Staying safe

Enjoying and achieving
Making a positive contribution
Economic well being

Our design and technology curriculum actively contributes to many of the aims specified in the
school’s Mission Statement. O.L.O.L provides a broad and varied design and technology
curriculum, through a variety of teaching approaches and learning situations, to meet the needs
of all our pupils. We seek to provide this for all, irrespective of gender, in accordance with our
school policies on Equal Opportunities and Inclusion and in accordance with our statutory
responsibilities under the SEN Disability Act 2001.

Inclusion

At Our Lady of Lourdes we recognise our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced
curriculum for all our pupils, as recognised in the Inclusion Statement in the National
Curriculum. All aspects of the curriculum reflect the three principles essential to developing a
more inclusive curriculum:

Setting suitable learning challenges;
Responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs;
Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils.

In O.L.O.L we believe that design and technology prepares children to take part in the
development of tomorrow’s rapidly changing world. Creative thinking encourages children to
make positive changes to their quality of life. The subject encourages children to become
autonomous and creative problem-solvers, both as individuals and as part of a team. It enables
them to identify needs and opportunities and to respond by developing ideas and eventually
making products and systems. Through the study of design and technology they combine
practical skills with an understanding of aesthetic, social and environmental issues, as well as
functions and industrial practices. This allows them to reflect on and evaluate present and past
design and technology, its uses and its impacts. Design and technology helps all children to
become discriminating and informed consumers and potential innovators.

In accordance with the statutory orders for design and technology, O.L.O.L is committed to the
following aims:

AIMS
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Foundation Stage

In the Foundation Stage, O.L.O.L aims to promote a link to design and technology through
providing effective learning in the broader area of knowledge and understanding if the world and
the planning and teaching of cross-curricular links within the other five areas of learning —
personal, social and emotional development, communication, language and literacy, problem
solving, reasoning and numeracy, creative and physical development. We encourage the
development of skills, knowledge and understanding that help pupils from our Foundation Stage
make sense of their world as an integral part of the school’s work. As the reception class is part
of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the development of the children’s
knowledge and understanding of the world to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals.
These underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. This learning forms the
foundations for later work in design and technology. These early experiences include asking
questions about how things work, investigating and using a variety of construction kits,
materials, tools and products, developing making skills and handling appropriate tools and
construction material safely and with increasing control.

We provide a range of experiences that encourage exploration, observation, problem solving,
critical thinking and discussion. These activities, indoors and outdoors, attract the children’s
interest and curiosity.

Key Stage 1 & 2

- To develop imaginative thinking in children and to enable them to talk about what they like
and dislike when designing and making.

- To enable children to talk about how things work, and to draw and model their ideas.

- To encourage children to select appropriate tools and techniques for making a product, whilst
following safe procedures.

- To explore attitudes towards the made world and how we live and work within it.

- To develop an understanding of technological processes, products, and their manufacture, and
their contribution to our society.

- To foster enjoyment, satisfaction and purpose in designing and making.
CONTENT

The programme of study for both key stages contains two elements:

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding
Breadth of Study

During Key Stage 1 our children build on their early childhood experiences of investigating
objects around them. They explore how these familiar things work and learn to discuss their

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Nursery & Primary School Design and Technology Policy Statement
2






