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INTRODUCTION

This Curriculum policy is one in a series that makes up the ‘Whole Curriculum’ Statement
for the school. This policy states the school’s philosophy on how the Early Years will make a
contribution towards achieving the five key outcomes of Every Child Matters:

Being healthy

Staying safe

Enjoying and achieving
Making a positive contribution
Economic well being

Our Early Years curriculum actively contributes to many of the aims specified in the school’s
Mission Statement. O.L.O.L provides a broad and varied Early Years curriculum, through a
variety of teaching approaches and learning situations, to meet the needs of all our pupils.
We seek to provide this for all, irrespective of gender, in accordance with our school policies
on Equal Opportunities and Inclusion and in accordance with our statutory responsibilities
under the SEN Disability Act 2001.

Inclusion

At Our Lady of Lourdes we recognise our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced
curriculum for all our pupils, as recognised in the Inclusion Statement in the National
Curriculum. All aspects of the curriculum reflect the three principles essential to developing
a more inclusive curriculum:

— setting suitable learning challenges;

— responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs;

— overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups
of pupils.

At Our lady of Lourdes, we recognise the critical role of Early Years Practitioners in young
children’s learning. Attitudes and behaviour patterns established during the first years of life
are central to future educational and social development. Particular attention is thus given in
these early years to the process by which a child acquires the disposition to learn and the
necessary competencies for learning. The broad and balanced curriculum at Our Lady of
Lourdes, places emphasis upon the major aspects of young children’s Physical, Emotional,
Social and Cognitive development.

In accordance with the statutory Curriculum for the Foundation Stage, O.L.O.L is committed
to the following aims:

AIMS

e To foster personal, social and emotional wellbeing in all children, so that a strong self
image and self-esteem are promoted.

e To promote positive attitudes and dispositions towards learning and a confidence in
their own ability to be successful learners.

e To enhance social skills in all children enabling them to learn how to cooperate and
work harmoniously with each other.
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¢ To promote attention skills and persistence, in particular the capacity to concentrate
on their own play or on group tasks.

In the Foundation Stage, O.L.O.L. aims to promote links to National Curriculum Subjects:
Numeracy, Literacy, Science, I.C.T., History, Geography, Art, Music, P.E., and R.E., through
providing effective learning in the broader areas of learning:

Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Communication, Language and Literacy;
Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy; Knowledge and Understanding of the World;
Physical Development and Creative Development.

CONTENT

Our Lady of Lourdes follows the statutory Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage,
which covers six Areas of Learning as a series of Stepping Stones in a child’s development.
The Early Learning Goals describe the aims for each child to achieve at the end of the
Reception year. These Stepping Stones form the basis of the Early Years Curriculum, from
admission to Nursery to the end of Reception.

The six areas of learning are as follows:

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Communication, Language and Literacy
Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy
Knowledge and Understanding of the World
Physical Development

Creative Development

PLANNING

Organisation

Planning is undertaken at three levels:

Long term planning follows a two year cycle of topics, to accommodate the child who may
spend two years in Nursery. The topics are agreed by the Foundation Stage Teachers to
incorporate the six areas of learning over an academic year, with a particular focused area
each half term.

Medium Term planning is carried out half-termly. The Curriculum Guidance helps to form
the teaching objectives for all the areas of learning and activities are planned to give
opportunities for child initiated learning and play based experiences to develop independence
and positive attitudes.

Short Term planning is carried out weekly. These plans will include learning objectives for
each area of learning that is to be addressed that week, with many cross curricular links.
Emphasis is given to Communication and Language in these early stages of a child’s
development. Weekly planning is informed through careful observations of child-initiated
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