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Language Policy (EAL)



Introduction
This policy is one in a series that makes up the ‘Health, Safety and Welfare’ Statement for the
school. This policy states the school’s philosophy on how it will make a positive contribution
to achieving the five key outcomes of Every Child Matters:
e Being healthy
Staying safe
Enjoying and achieving
Making a positive contribution
Economic well-being.

Statement of Aims

Our Lady of Lourdes School is committed to making appropriate provision of teaching and
resources for pupils for whom English is an additional language and for raising the
achievement of minority ethnic pupils who are at risk from under-achievement. The school
will identify individual pupil’s needs, recognise the skills they bring to school and ensure
equality of access to the curriculum.

We aim to ensure that all pupils with EAL are able to:
o Use English confidently and competently
e Use English as a means of learning across the curriculum
e Where appropriate, make use of the knowledge of other languages.

Key Principles for Additional Language Acquisition

e Language develops best when used in purposeful contexts across the curriculum

e Effective use of language is crucial to the teaching and learning of every subject

e The language demands of learning tasks need to be identified and planned for, with
attention both to initial access and to extension

e Access to learning requires attention to words and meanings embodied in each
curriculum area. Meanings and understandings cannot always be assumed but need to
be explored
Teachers have a crucial role in modelling uses of language

e The focus and use of additional support time are best seen as an integral part of
curriculum and lesson planning

e All pupils have entitlement to the National Curriculum
The school applies the three principles of inclusion as identified in the National
Curriculum Handbook. These are setting suitable learning challenges, responding to
pupils’ diverse learning needs and overcoming potential barriers to learning and
assessment for individuals and groups of pupils

e A distinction is made between pupils with EAL and those with Special Educational
Needs

e Language is central to our identity. Therefore, teachers need to be aware of the
importance of pupils’ home languages and to build on their existing knowledge and
skills

e Many concepts and skills depend on and benefit from well-developed home language
and literacy in home language enhances subsequent acquisition of EAL

e All languages, dialects, accents and cultures are equally valued.
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