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INTRODUCTION

This subject policy is one in a series that makes up the ‘Whole Curriculum’ Statement for the
school. This policy states the school’s philosophy on how geography will make a contribution
towards achieving the five key outcomes of Every Child Matters:

Being healthy

Staying safe

Enjoying and achieving
Making a positive contribution
Economic well being

Our Geography curriculum actively contributes to many of the aims specified in the school’s
Mission Statement. O.L.O.L provides a broad and varied geography curriculum, through a
variety of teaching approaches and learning situations, to meet the needs of all our pupils.
We seek to provide this for all, irrespective of gender, in accordance with our school policies
on Equal Opportunities and Inclusion and in accordance with our statutory responsibilities
under the SEN Disability Act 2001.

Inclusion

At Our Lady of Lourdes we recognise our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced
curriculum for all our pupils, as recognised in the Inclusion Statement in the National
Curriculum. All aspects of the curriculum reflect the three principles essential to developing
a more inclusive curriculum:

— setting suitable learning challenges
— responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs

— overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups
of pupils

In O.L.O.L we believe that geography provides a means of exploring, appreciating and
understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. Geography explores the
relationship between the Earth and its people. Geography stimulates curiosity and
imagination and we aim to build upon the child's "personal geography" by developing
geographical skills, understanding and knowledge through studying places and themes. We
encourage children to learn by experience and we value fieldwork as an integral part of the
geography Curriculum.

In accordance with the statutory orders for geography, O.L.O.L is committed to the following
aims:

AIMS
Early Years Foundation Stage

In the Foundation Stage, O.L.O.L aims to promote a link to geography through providing
effective learning in the broader area of knowledge and understanding if the world and the
planning and teaching of cross-curricular links within the other five areas of learning —
personal, social and emotional development, communication, language and literacy, problem
solving, reasoning and numeracy, creative and physical development. We encourage the
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