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INTRODUCTION

This subject policy is one in a series that makes up the ‘Whole Curriculum’ Statement for the
school. This policy states the school’s philosophy on how History will make a contribution
towards achieving the five key outcomes of Every Child Matters:

Being healthy

Staying safe

Enjoying and achieving
Making a positive contribution
Economic well being

Our History curriculum actively contributes to many of the aims specified in the school’s
Mission Statement. O.L.O.L provides a broad and varied History curriculum, through a
variety of teaching approaches and learning situations, to meet the needs of all our pupils.
We seek to provide this for all, irrespective of gender, in accordance with our school policies
on Equal Opportunities and Inclusion and in accordance with our statutory responsibilities
under the SEN Disability Act 2001.

Inclusion

At Our Lady of Lourdes we recognise our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced
curriculum for all our pupils, as recognised in the Inclusion Statement in the National
Curriculum. All aspects of the curriculum reflect the three principles essential to developing
a more inclusive curriculum:

— setting suitable learning challenges
— responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs

— overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups
of pupils

In O.L.O.L we believe that history is about the study of the past. What occurred in the past
influences all aspects of our lives and therefore it promotes in our pupils an understanding of
the human condition and develops within them a wider perspective in which to view their
own society and their world. As they study the past our pupils will learn to appreciate the
human achievements and aspirations, which have shaped the present. It will help them to
make sense of the world they live in.

In accordance with the statutory orders for history, O.L.O.L is committed to the following
aims:

AIMS
Foundation Stage

In the Foundation Stage, O.L.O.L aims to promote a link to history through providing
effective learning in the broader area of knowledge and understanding of the world and the
planning and teaching of cross-curricular links within the other five areas of learning-
personal, social and emotional development, communication, language and literacy,
mathematical development, creative and physical development.
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Key Stage 1

In the early years O.L.O.L aims to promote a curriculum which provides its pupils with the
opportunities to develop an awareness of the past and the ways in which it is different from
the present.

Key Stage 2

In the later primary years O.L.O.L aims to provide our pupils with the opportunities to be
taught about important episodes and developments in Britain’s past, from Roman to present
times, about ancient civilisations and the history of other parts of the world.

Our main aim in teaching history is to help our children develop a sense of identity and to
introduce them to what is involved in understanding and interpreting the past. In studying the
specified areas of learning our pupils, in both key stages, should acquire certain skills and
perspectives that support and develop their knowledge, understanding and interest in this
subject. These are:

— an awareness of the nature and diversity of evidence and an ability to interpret it and
evaluate it

— an appreciation of change and continuity in historical development
— an understanding of cause and effect

— an ability to enter in some informed appreciation of the predicament or points of view of
people in the past — historical empathy and to communicate their awareness and
understanding of history in other ways

— an ability to ask and answer questions about the past

— a sense of chronology of time, recognising a framework for events and the idea of
sequence

Pupils within both key stages are given the opportunity to undertake studies that focus on
historical questions appropriate to their age and development that will introduce and develop
historical skills through using written, visual and oral sources and by participation in visits to
historical sites and museums.

CONTENT

The programme of study for both key stages contains two elements:

* Knowledge, Skills and Understanding
= Breadth of Study

During Key Stage 1 our children learn about people’s lives and lifestyles. They find out
about significant women, men and children and events from the recent and more distant past,
including those from both Britain and the wider world. They listen and respond to stories and
use sources of information to help them ask and answer questions. They learn how the past is
different from the present.
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