Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
Nursery & Primary
School

Homework Policy



INTRODUCTION

This policy is one in a series that makes up the ‘Whole Curriculum’ Statement for the school
and addresses the Every Child Matters agenda. This policy states the school’s philosophy on
how homework will make a contribution to our pupil’s education.

INCLUSION

At Our Lady of Lourdes we recognize our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced
curriculum for all our pupils, as recognized in the Inclusion Statement in the National
Curriculum. All aspects of the curriculum reflect the three principles essential to developing a
more inclusive curriculum.

e Setting suitable learning challenges.
Responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs.

® Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups
of pupils.

The Able Child

It is acknowledged that the able child needs to be given homework that will use their full
ability and their homework may sometimes differ from that set for the majority of the class.

RATIONALE

Learning at home is an essential part of good education. Regular homework is important,
since it gives pupils the opportunity to practice at home the tasks done in class, and helps
them work towards improving important skills. It also encourages children to become
confident and independent in their learning, which will help throughout their time at school
and, later, in adult life.

Homework activities are an important part of the home/school partnership.

AIMS

At Our Lady of Lourdes we use homework to:

Reinforce classroom learning

Contribute to children’s progress in school

Raise achievement

Provide opportunities to practice skills with parent/care
Encourage learning as a life-long process

Promote habits of enquiry and investigation

Support development of independent learning styles
Promote an effective home/school partnership
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ORGANISATION

The Governors and staff recognize the need for children to have the time to follow out-of-
school interests and family activities. As a result, the following homework curriculum map
along with suggested time allocations should allow for these important things to take place.
This has been particularly important when year groups have decided on the days when
homework will be set and collected.

Homework Curriculum Map

Reading

Encourage reading and
sharing books for about
10 minutes each

Learning Sounds

Each child has a sounds
book which contains a
number of sounds for them

Topics

Before each topic starts,
the teachers suggest that
the children read a little

Foundation evening. to practice and learn. about the topic or bring
Stage Reading books are sent | It is updated every 3 weeks. | things in from home so
home every Tuesday. that they become
At the start of the year, familiar with the topic.
the children read books
from the class library.
When they know 15
sounds they then move
on to books from the
school’s reading
scheme.
Reading Learning Sounds Topics
Encourage reading and | From the Spring Term, each | Before each topic starts,
sharing books for about | child will have a sound card | the teachers suggest that
10 minutes each on which there is a the children read a little
evening. selection of sounds to learn. | about the topic or bring
Year 1 The books are changed | There is a sound card for things in from home so
2 x weekly. each half term. that they become
familiar with the topic.
From September 2009, the
children will bring home a
sound book which they will
have used whilst in
Reception the previous
year.
Year 2 Reading Spelling Times Tables
Encourage reading and | The children are given a list | There is an expectation
Spelling sharing books for about | of only 5 or 6 spellings that your child should
homework is set | 15 minutes each each week. (These will know the 2, 5 and 10
on a Friday and | evening. contain a mixture of high times tables by the end
is due back the frequency words and words | of the year.
following from the new letters and
Thursday sounds scheme.)

They are asked to learn
these and then are given fun
activities to enable them to
recall spellings.
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