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INTRODUCTION

This subject policy is one in a series that makes up the ‘Whole Curriculum’ Statement for the
school. This policy states the school’s philosophy on how ICT will make a contribution towards
achieving the five key outcomes of Every Child Matters:

Being healthy

Staying safe

Enjoying and achieving
Making a positive contribution
Economic well being

Our ICT curriculum actively contributes to many of the aims specified in the school's Mission
Statement. O.L.O.L. provides a broad and varied ICT curriculum, through a variety of teaching
approaches and learning situations, to meet the needs of all our pupils. We seek to provide this
for all, irrespective of gender, in accordance with our school policies on Equal Opportunities and
Inclusion and in accordance with our statutory responsibilities under the SEN Disability Act
2001.

Inclusion

At Our Lady of Lourdes we recognise our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced
curriculum for all our pupils, as recognised in the Inclusion Statement in the National
Curriculum. All aspects of the curriculum reflect the three principles essential to developing a
more inclusive curriculum:

- setting suitable learning challenges;

- responding to pupils' diverse learning needs;

- overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of

pupils.

In O.L.O.L we know that the development of ICT is constantly changing. Its impact on the lives
of individuals continues to grow and so is essential that our pupils can take full advantage of its
opportunities, and understand its effects. It is important therefore that our pupils gain the
appropriate skills, knowledge and understanding of ICT and develop the confidence and
capability to use ICT appropriately and effectively.

The National Curriculum requires that ICT is used in all subject areas where appropriate. At
O.L.O.L. we believe that ICT is crucial in enabling children to function efficiently in any
curriculum area. It is a skills based curriculum used and exploited in all other areas of the
curriculum, allowing all children to achieve and exceed expectations. The skills that children
develop are encompassed into everyday activities and challenges within the classroom
environment.

ICT opportunities have been made available throughout the school. The network and hardware in
place within the school provides excellent opportunity to use ICT freely, and is evident in
planning throughout the school. In accordance with the statutory orders for ICT, O.L.O.L is
committed to the following aims:
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OUR ICT VISION

At Our Lady of Lourdes, we want our children to be prepared for the challenge of a rapidly
changing and developing world. Our goal is that every child has the confidence and ability to
access Information Communication Technology across the curriculum.

Our key aims are:
¢ To ensure children gain the key skills and understanding necessary to enable them to
fully access the ICT in the world around them.

¢ To help children appreciate that ICT is a creative tool for learning.

¢ To improve communication with parents and the wider community by offering extended
learning opportunities outside the school day.

¢ To constantly review and upgrade our hardware and software to keep abreast of new and
emerging technologies.

Foundation Stage

In the Foundation Stage, O.L.O.L. aims to promote a link to ICT through providing effective
learning in the broader area of knowledge and understanding of the world and the planning and
teaching of cross-curricular links within the other five areas of learning- personal, social and
emotional development, communication, language and literacy, problem solving, reasoning and
numeracy, creative and physical development.

Key Stages 1 and 2
In studying the specified areas of learning at both key stages pupils at O.L.O.L should:

- Use ICT tools to find, explore, analyse, exchange and present information
responsibly, creatively and with discrimination.

- Learn how to employ ICT to enable rapid access to ideas and experiences from a
wide range of people, communities and cultures.

- Be able to demonstrate initiative and independent learning.

- Be able to make informed judgments about when and where to use ICT to best effect.

- Beable to consider its implications for home and work both now and in the future.

At O.L.O.L we also wish to ensure that we provide and maintain:

- Relevant and contemporary hardware and software throughout the foundation stage
and .both key stage 1 and 2.

- Appropriate access that allows all pupils and staff to exploit ICT in a completely
cross-curricular way throughout the school.

- An encouraging and supportive environment that allows staff to feel confident
about their ability to deliver all aspects of the ICT curriculum.

- Opportunities to further develop staff training and developmental needs, in line with
the constant changing ICT environment.
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