Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
Nursery & Primary
School

Mathematics Policy



INTRODUCTION

This subject policy is one in a series that makes up the ‘Whole Curriculum’ Statement for the
school. This policy states the school’s philosophy on how mathematics will make a
contribution towards achieving the five key outcomes of Every Child Matters:

Being healthy

Staying safe

Enjoying and achieving
Making a positive contribution
Economic wellbeing

Our mathematics curriculum actively contributes to many of the aims specified in the
school’s Mission Statement. O.L.O.L provides a broad and varied mathematics curriculum,
through a variety of teaching approaches and learning situations, to meet the needs of all our
pupils. We seek to provide this for all, irrespective of gender, in accordance with our school
policies on Equal Opportunities and Inclusion and in accordance with our statutory
responsibilities under the SEN Disability Act 2001.

Inclusion

At Our Lady of Lourdes we recognise our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced
curriculum for all our pupils, as recognised in the Inclusion Statement in the National
Curriculum. All aspects of the curriculum reflect the three principles essential to developing
a more inclusive curriculum:

— setting suitable learning challenges

— responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs

— overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups

of pupils

In accordance with the statutory orders for mathematics, O.L.O.L is committed to the
following aims:

AIMS

Our aim at Our Lady of Lourdes is to develop pupil’s confidence so that they are able to
express themselves and their ideas using the language of mathematics with assurance.

In the Foundation Stage, O.L.O.L aims to promote a link to mathematics through providing
effective learning in the broader area of problem solving, reasoning and numeracy.

The mathematics teaching at Our Lady of Lourdes is geared towards enabling each pupil to
develop within their capabilities; not only the mathematics skills and understanding required
for later life, but also an enthusiasm and fascination about maths itself. We want to challenge
our pupils during Numeracy lessons to develop the most advanced strategies to solve
problems and have the ability to think in abstract ways.

We are continually aiming to raise the standards of achievement of the pupils in Our Lady of
Lourdes.
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CONTENT

The National Curriculum Order for mathematics describes what must be taught in each key
stage. Our Lady of Lourdes follows the Renewed Framework for Mathematics, which
provides detailed guidance for the implementation of the Orders and ensures continuity and
progression in the teaching of mathematics. Every teacher in our school has access to the
Renewed Framework for teaching mathematics. In Early Years, the curriculum is guided by
the Early Learning Goals. This creates the foundations for secure mathematical development
which can later be build upon.

PLANNING

Organisation
Planning is undertaken at three levels:

Long term

The planning structure for each year is organized into five blocks, which are revisited each
term to ensure consolidation of prior knowledge. The structure is the same for each year
group. A block is designed to cover the equivalent of 6 weeks or 9 weeks of teaching. Each
block has incorporated into it objectives from the Using and applying mathematics strand and
from two or three of the other core strands. The blocks are:

» Block A: Counting, partitioning and calculating

» Block B: Securing number facts, understanding shape

e Block C: Handling data and measures

e Block D: Calculating, measuring and understanding shape

e Block E: Securing number facts, relationships and calculating

Medium term

Each block is made up of three units. A unit represents 2 or 3 weeks of teaching. For each of
the 15 units that cover the teaching year there are overviews of children's learning,
assessment questions and suggested resources. These are intended to provide support when
planning the children's learning and reviewing their progress. The units are designed to be
used independently when planning a period of 2 or 3 weeks' work.

Each term the five blocks are taught.
Autumn term — Unit 1

Spring term — Unit 2

Summer term — Unit 3

Short term

Planning is carried out on a daily basis by each teacher. Weekly plans are a working
document that is tailored to the individual needs to the children in the class based on daily
informal assessments. These plans include activities for the oral mental starter and the main
activity, resources to be used, differentiation and assessment for learning questions.

Planning is monitored by the maths subject managers and stored electronically on the shared
system.
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