Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
Nursery & Primary
School

Medicines Policy



INTRODUCTION

This policy is one in a series that makes up the ‘Health, Safety and Welfare’ Statement for the
school. This policy states the school’s philosophy on how it will make a positive contribution
to achieving the five key outcomes of Every Child Matters:
e Being healthy
Staying safe
Enjoying and achieving
Making a positive contribution
Economic well-being.

This policy has been produced in accordance with Sefton LEA's guidelines for Use of
Medication in Schools (September 1996) and ‘Managing Medicines in Schools and Early
Years Settings’ (DfES March 2005).

Under Part 4 of the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) 1995 schools should make
reasonable adjustments for disabled children including those with medical needs. To ensure
that entitlement takes place, these arrangements for the administration of medicine have been
made.

The governing body recognises that many pupils will at some time need to take medication at
school. While parents retain responsibility for their child’s medication, the school has a duty
of care to the pupils while at school, and the governing body wishes to do all that is
reasonably practicable to safeguard and promote children’s welfare.

The LEA has principal responsibility for safety and welfare of children at school. All teachers
are expected to maintain professional standards of care, but have no contractual or legal duty
to administer medicines. In accordance with this, any individual who manages arrangements
for medicine or volunteers to administer medication after following LEA guidelines and
acting directly on the instruction of the Head teacher, in accordance with prior parental
consent, will fully be supported by the Education Authority and thus covered by Sefton's
Insurance Scheme.

HEADTEACHER RESPONSIBILITY

Each request for medicine to be administered to a pupil in school should be considered on its
own merits. The Head teacher before accepting responsibility for administering drugs to a
pupil will consider all the circumstances of the case.

PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS/ CARERS AND CHILDREN

On admission to a pupil to school, all parents are requested to provide the following
information giving full details of’
e medical allergies
allergies
regular medication
emergency contact details
name of family doctor/consultants and
Special requirements (e.g. dietary).

This information is updated regularly.
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