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INTRODUCTION

This subject policy is one in a series that makes up the ‘Whole Curriculum’ Statement for the
school. This policy states the school’s philosophy on how Modern Foreign Languages will
make a contribution towards achieving the five key outcomes of Every Child Matters:

Being healthy

Staying safe

Enjoying and achieving
Making a positive contribution
Economic wellbeing

Our Modern Foreign Languages curriculum actively contributes to many of the aims
specified in the school’s Mission Statement. O.L.O.L provides a broad and varied Modern
Foreign Languages curriculum, through a variety of teaching approaches and learning
situations, to meet the needs of all our pupils. We seek to provide this for all, irrespective of
gender, in accordance with our school policies on Equal Opportunities and Inclusion and in
accordance with our statutory responsibilities under the SEN Disability Act 2001.

Inclusion

At Our Lady of Lourdes we recognise our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced
curriculum for all our pupils, as recognised in the Inclusion Statement in the National
Curriculum. All aspects of the curriculum reflect the three principles essential to developing a
more inclusive curriculum:

— setting suitable learning challenges;

— responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs;

— overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups

of pupils

In accordance with the statutory orders for Modern Foreign Languages, O.L.O.L is
committed to the following aims:

AIMS

At Our Lady of Lourdes we teach a foreign language to all Key Stage2 (KS2) children. We
hope that KS1 children will also develop French into their school curriculum. We consider
teaching a Modern Foreign Language is important for a number of reasons.

1. Many children really enjoy learning to speak another language.

2. The earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language, the faster the language is
acquired.

3. Primary school children are more prepared to speak a foreign language as they are
less self conscious at this stage of their development.

4. Itis widely believed that the early acquisition of a foreign language facilitates the
learning of other foreign languages later in life.

Our aims in teaching a modern foreign language are:
e To foster an interest in learning other languages.
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To raise awareness that languages, other than English exist.

To develop positive attitudes to other languages and cultures.

To introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable.

To introduce children to simple vocabulary and structures which can be used in a

variety of contexts during the normal school day, thus developing confidence.

e To make young children aware that language has structure, and of the similarities
and differences between one language and another.

e To help children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries
e.g. by using ICT in developing links with partner schools.

e To help develop their speaking and listening skills.

e To lay the foundations for future study.

CONTENT

At Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School we have selected to teach French as the MFL
following the Key Stage 2 framework. We have adapted the schemes to the context of our
school and the abilities of our children.

Language learning at Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School is based upon the five mutually
supportive and dependent strands outlined in the Primary Languages Framework that are
woven into the planned units of work. These are:

numeracy

literacy

intercultural understanding
knowledge about language
language learning strategies

The National Curriculum Order for MFL describes what must be taught in the Key Stage.
Every teacher in our school has access to the Renewed Framework for teaching MFL

PLANNING

Organisation

Planning is undertaken at three levels:
Long term

The long term plan draws together the guidelines for teaching MFL at Key Stage 2 into
manageable teaching units. The long term plan shows how these teaching units can be
distributed in a sequence that promotes continuity and progression in children’s learning (See
Curriculum Map). As a school we plan in a cross curricular way so the long term planning is
able to take account of other curriculum areas and can make links where appropriate.

Medium term

The QCA MFL units provide us with guidelines for medium term planning. It identifies
learning objectives and outcomes and suggests activities to meet these. The sequence of
learning objectives and activities promotes progression within these units. Each teacher also
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