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INTRODUCTION

This subject policy is one in a series that makes up the ‘Whole Curriculum’ Statement for the
school. This policy states the school’s philosophy on how Music will make a contribution
towards achieving the five key outcomes of Every Child Matters:

Being healthy

Staying safe

Enjoying and achieving
Making a positive contribution
Economic well being

Our Music curriculum actively contributes to many of the aims specified in the school’s Mission
Statement. O.L.O.L provides a broad and varied Music curriculum, through a variety of teaching
approaches and learning situations, to meet the needs of all our pupils. We seek to provide this
for all, irrespective of gender, in accordance with our school policies on Equal Opportunities and
Inclusion and in accordance with our statutory responsibilities under the SEN Disability Act
2001.

Inclusion

At Our Lady of Lourdes we recognise our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced
curriculum for all our pupils, as recognised in the Inclusion Statement in the National
Curriculum. All aspects of the curriculum reflect the three principles essential to developing a
more inclusive curriculum:

Setting suitable learning challenges;
Responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs;
Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils;

We believe it is important for children to experience a variety and balance of teaching styles and
activities dependent on their individual needs, and that these can be adapted where necessary;

Specialist advice and help is sought to ensure that ‘Gifted’ and less able children are able to
access the curriculum accordingly.

Music has always been a strong part of the O.L.O.L tradition and plays an important part in the
everyday life of the school. Musical achievement is celebrated regularly at O.L.O.L through the
annual music night; carol concert and the performance of groups at community centres and at the

local Church during festivals (e.g. Holy Communions, Easter). We are currently holders of the
Artsmark Gold award.

In accordance with the statutory orders for design and technology, O.L.O.L is committed to the
following aims:
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AIMS

The aim of music education in our school is to facilitate, develop and consolidate learning
experiences related to sound and music. We aim to foster pupils’ sensitivity to and enjoyment of
music through active involvement in performing, composing, listening and appraising. We aim
to develop aesthetic sensitivity and creative ability in music.

The National Curriculum

Our policy is to meet fully the requirements of the National Curriculum. It is intended that the
majority of time will be devoted to the practical elements in the teaching and learning of music.
The program of study sets out the requirements:

- Controlling sounds through singing and playing — performing skills

- Creating and developing musical ideas — composing skills

- Responding and reviewing — appraising skills

- Listening, and applying knowledge and understanding

CONTENT

The Music Express scheme of work is provided for the whole school from Foundation stage
through to Year 6. Skills and concepts met initially in KS1 are continually revisited at
progressively higher conceptual levels, thus ensuring continuity, coverage and broad progression
both within and between the key stages. The scheme meets all National Curriculum objectives
and themes. It is closely linked with QCA documentation for music.

PLANNING
Organization

Teachers should follow the planning in the Music Express scheme of work. There are additional
plans provided on the accompanying CDROM if necessary. Teachers should spend a minimum
of 55 minutes (KS1 and KS2) per week on curriculum Music. Hymns are not part of music time
allocation. See attached curriculum map for more information.

The music curriculum for the ASD resourced classes in both KS1 and KS2 is adapted to address
the prime needs of the pupils. The curriculum is designed to parallel that of the mainstream
school to facilitate integration at every level.

Cross Curricular Links

Cross curricular links in Music are important and should be built upon where appropriate. Such
links include dance and movement in P.E; art as a stimulus for music (or vice versa); creative
writing as a stimulus for music (or vice versa); links with Numeracy (repeating patterns,
exploration of intervals); links with history and geography through topic work (e.g. The Tudors,
Africa, songs from other times and places); links through Science through the scientific
exploration of musical sounds. Arts festivals provide opportunity for children to access music of
other cultures, linking in with other creative activities.
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