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Introduction

This subject policy is one in a series that makes up the ‘Whole Curriculum’ Statement for the
school. This policy states the school’s philosophy on how the arts will make a contribution
towards achieving the five key outcomes of Every Child Matters:

Being healthy

Staying safe

Enjoying and achieving
Making a positive contribution
Economic well being

Our arts curriculum actively contributes to many of the aims specified in the school’s Mission
Statement. O.L.O.L provides a broad and varied arts curriculum, through a variety of
teaching approaches and learning situations, to meet the needs of all our pupils. We seek to
provide this for all, irrespective of gender, in accordance with our school policies on Equal
Opportunities and Inclusion and in accordance with our statutory responsibilities under the
SEN Disability Act 2001.

In O.L.O.L we believe that learning through the arts provides pupils with a unique way of
perceiving themselves and the world around them.

Our arts curriculum adds quality and challenge for our pupils making them question and
reflect on their own thoughts, feelings and values and helping them to respect the views of
others. They provide opportunity for our pupils to explore and understand different forms of
expression, appreciate our diverse cultural heritage, gain a sense of personal identity and be
creative.

Pupils who are encouraged to think creatively and independently become:

* More interested in discovering things for themselves

* More open to new ideas

* Keen to work with others to explore ideas

* Willing to work beyond lesson time when pursuing an idea or vision.

As a result, their pace of learning, achievement and self-esteem increase.

Creative thinking and behaviour can be promoted in all national curriculum subjects and in
religious education. Pupils who are creative will be prepared for a rapidly changing world.
By promoting creativity, we can give all our pupils the opportunity to discover and pursue
their particular interests and talents. We are all, or can be, creative to some degree. Creative
pupils lead richer lives and make a valuable contribution to society.

‘National Curriculum in Action — Creativity’

Inclusion

At Our Lady of Lourdes we recognise our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced
curriculum for all our pupils. All aspects of our arts curriculum reflect the three principles
essential to developing a more inclusive curriculum:
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* Setting suitable learning challenges;

* Responding to pupil’s diverse needs;

* Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of
pupils.

Aims
O.L.O.L is committed to the following aims:

¢ To provide children with opportunities to explore a variety of creative forms, to explore
values, attitudes, feelings and meanings.

¢ Develop the ability to create, appreciate and make critical judgements about artworks.

e Provide pupils with the opportunity through the use of artistic media and resources to
acquire skills and develop them through arts activities.

¢ Encourage pupils to work independently and in teams, to share arts experiences and
present artwork to others.

e To develop children’s critical ability and understanding of their own and others cultural
heritage.

e To develop an ethos of life long learning related to the arts.

To achieve these aims we have developed the following objectives:

Objectives
Our objectives are the following:

e To provide an arts curriculum of quality, range and depth and identify opportunities for
cross-curricular work.

To give our pupils the scope to learn about the arts of diverse cultures.

To develop self-esteem, confidence and maturity through participation in the arts.

To give pupils the possibilities to design and complete artwork in a range of art forms.
To give all pupils the chance to exhibit work or take part in a performance at least once a
year.

To give pupils the opportunity to take part in out-of-hours arts activity.

To present arts work to parents and the community at least once a year.

To take pupils to see work exhibited and performed by professional artists.

To ensure that all teachers have access to continuing professional development that
refreshes their own creativity and keeps them up to date with developments in the arts.

Art & Design
Aims and Objectives

At Our Lady of Lourdes we aim to identify and exploit all suitable opportunities to develop
art and design as an entitlement for all pupils allowing them to use the full variety of methods
of expression and practical skills they have within themselves. Children are encouraged to
foster a caring attitude towards themselves, their work, the environment and other people, so
they respond to their surroundings with care and understanding. Pupils also develop an
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