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INTRODUCTION

This subject policy is one in a series that makes up the ‘Whole Curriculum’ statement for the
school and addresses the Every Child Matters agenda. This policy states the school’s
philosophy on how Religious Education (R.E.) will make a contribution to our pupil’s
education.

Our RE. curriculum actively contributes towards many of the aims specified in the school’s
Mission Statement. O.L.O.L provides a broad and varied R.E. curriculum, through a variety
of teaching approaches and learning situations, to meet the needs of all our pupils. We seek to
provide this for all, irrespective of gender, in accordance with our school policies on Equal
Opportunities and Inclusion and in accordance with our statutory responsibilities under the
SEN Disability Act 2001.

When reading this document, reference may be made to the school’s Religious Education
Handbook. This is a supporting document compiled by the R.E coordinator. The programme
“Here I Am” — second edition — will form the basis of Religious Education within Our Lady
of Lourdes Catholic Nursery and Primary School.

INCLUSION

At Our Lady of Lourdes we recognize our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced
curriculum for all out pupils, as recognized in the Inclusion Statement in the National
Curriculum. All aspects of the curriculum reflect the three principles essential to developing a
more inclusive curriculum.

= Setting suitable learning challenges.
* Responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs.
* Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups
of pupils.
AIMS

The programme called “Here I Am” will form the basis of Religious Education within Our
Lady of Lourdes Catholic Nursery and Primary School.

The aims of Religious Education at Our Lady of Lourdes are:

e “...to explore the religious dimension of questions about life, dignity and purpose
within the Catholic tradition.” (Here I Am p9)
e “...to help children to understand that religion is not just learning but for living and

that all living can become ‘religious’.” (Here I Am p5)

e To provide an opportunity for both children and adults to explore their spirituality
through their capacity to wonder, awe, reverence and imagination.

e To explore “...the relationship between faith and life in a manner which
encourages investigation and reflection by pupils.” (Here I Am p6)
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CONTENT

® Our RE. programme will include learning intentions, which take into account the
religious and educational needs of all our children:

- those from supportive Catholic homes.

- those for whom the school maybe the first and perhaps only experience of
church.

- those from other Christian backgrounds.

- those from other faith backgrounds.

¢ Our RE. programme will provide many opportunities for celebrating joyfully and
prayerfully through music and in quiet times of reflection. This will take place in
class, assemblies and whole school celebrations.

® Our RE. programme will provide our children with knowledge and understanding of
simple religious language. This will then facilitate a deepening of their experiences
and awareness of religious activities, places, stories, symbols, rituals, people and
objects.

e Our RE. programme will be appropriate to the age and developmental stage of each
child. A whole school approach is taken and each class follows the same themes at an
appropriate level. The class teacher will ensure differentiation according to each
child’s ability. This will be evident in the planning and evaluation. The programme
will also be structured to present the Christian message and beliefs in a clear and
systematic way. “Classroom R.E. will be a challenging educational engagement
between the pupil, the teacher and the authentic subject material.” (Here I Am p6)

To fulfil our aims and objectives we use the 2™ edition of the "Here I Am" Programme of
Religious Education as prescribed by the Archdiocese of Liverpool. Links are made with the
pupils’ own experiences and with universal experience of other faith traditions. The
programme is therefore 'objective' and 'subjective.'

For all children the programme will raise questions and provide material for reflecting on
their own experience. It will help them to explore the beliefs, values and way of life of the
Catholic tradition and where appropriate of other faith traditions. For those from committed
families, it will deepen and enrich their understanding and living of their faith.

For Christians, life and faith belong together. That is why 'Here I Am' uses both universal
language and Christian language. The symbol is a reminder of the relationship between the
two.
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