Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
Nursery & Primary
School

Science Policy



INTRODUCTION

This subject policy is one in a series that makes up the ‘Whole Curriculum’ Statement for the
school. This policy states the school’s philosophy on how science will make a contribution
towards achieving the five key outcomes of Every Child Matters:

Being healthy

Staying safe

Enjoying and achieving
Making a positive contribution
Economic well being

Our science curriculum actively contributes to many of the aims specified in the school’s
Mission Statement. O.L.O.L provides a broad and varied science curriculum, through a
variety of teaching approaches and learning situations, to meet the needs of all our pupils. We
seek to provide this for all, irrespective of gender, in accordance with our school policies on
Equal Opportunities and Inclusion and in accordance with our statutory responsibilities under
the SEN Disability Act 2001.

Inclusion

At Our Lady of Lourdes we recognise our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced
curriculum for all our pupils, as recognised in the Inclusion Statement in the National
Curriculum. All aspects of the curriculum reflect the three principles essential to developing a
more inclusive curriculum:

— setting suitable learning challenges;

— responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs;

— overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups
of pupils.

As a core subject of the National Curriculum the importance of science is awarded full
recognition at O.L.O.L. and the policy endeavours to provide the main principles, which
underpin all the science work, taking place within the school. It is also the foundation for the
scheme of work, explaining how we at Our Lady of Lourdes will help the children in our care
to make sense of the world around them in a systematic way through observation,
investigation and experimentation, recording and subsequent consideration of results. The
scheme of work provides continuity across year groups and thus the gradual expansion of
children’s knowledge and understanding of scientific topics.

In accordance with the statutory orders for science, O.L.O.L is committed to the following
aims:

AIMS
Foundation Stage
In the Foundation Stage, O.L.O.L aims to promote a link to National Curriculum Science

through providing effective learning in the broader area of knowledge and understanding of
the world and the planning and teaching of cross-curricular links within the other five areas
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of learning - personal, social and emotional development, communication, language and
literacy, problem solving, reasoning and numeracy, creative and physical development.

Key Stage 1

In the early years O.L.O.L aims to promote a curriculum which provides its pupils with the
opportunities to:

* develop knowledge and understanding of important scientific ideas, processes and
skills and relate these to everyday experiences;

= learn about ways of thinking and of finding out about and communicating ideas;

* explore values and attitudes through science.

Key Stage 2

In the later primary years O.L.O.L aims to build on the work in K.S.1, providing our pupils
with the opportunities to progress further:

* to use increasingly precise technical and scientific vocabulary, notation and symbols;

* to develop understanding in a wider range of areas and of links between areas;
* to explain events and phenomena in terms of accepted ideas or models;
* to build increasingly abstract models of real situations;

* to become more systematic when investigating a question;

* to represent and communicate scientific information by constructing more
conventional diagrams and graphs.

Our main aim in teaching science is to explore the programmes of study in a way which the
teaching of science enables scientific investigatory skills to be taught alongside scientific
content allowing children to progress in enquiry skills at the same time as they develop their
knowledge and understanding of science.

To support personal and social development of the children by encouraging respect for and
understanding of their environment and offering opportunities which encourage open
mindedness, objectivity and co-operative learning.

To enable every child to:
— Develop an enquiring and investigative mind and scientific approach to problem solving.

— Pose apt questions and to devise suitable experiments and investigations to answer them.
To become aware of variables and controls as sophistication increases.

— Facilitate the confident and safe handling of a wide variety of apparatus, taking
responsibility for their own and others health and safety when working with scientific
matter.

— Appreciate patterns or relationships in results and to interpret findings critically.
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